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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Reptilia Squamata Lacertidae

Taxon Name:  Podarcis lilfordi (Günther, 1874)

Common Name(s):

• English: Lilford's Wall Lizard
• French: Lézard De Lilford, Lézard Des Baléares
• Spanish: Lagartija Balear, Lagartija Balear

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Endangered B1ab(iii)+2ab(iii) ver 3.1

Year Published: 2009

Date Assessed: December 14, 2008

Justification:

Listed as Endangered, because its extent of occurrence of less than 5,000 km² and its area of occupancy

is less than 500 km², its distribution is severely fragmented, and there is a continuing decline in the

extent and quality of its habitat.

Previously Published Red List Assessments

2006 – Endangered (EN)

1996 – Vulnerable (VU)

1994 – Vulnerable (V)

1990 – Vulnerable (V)

Geographic Range

Range Description:

This species is endemic to the Balearic Islands of Spain, where it is restricted to small, rocky islands off

the larger islands of Menorca and Mallorca. It also occurs on the Cabrera Archipelago south of Mallorca.

The species was once present on the islands of Mallorca and Menorca. It is a lowland species.

Country Occurrence:

Native: Spain
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Distribution Map
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Population
It is extremely common on some islands, although populations may be small on some of the smallest

islands. Until around 2000 years ago, the species was abundant on the islands of Mallorca and Menorca.

Some small populations are still liable to be lost.

Current Population Trend:  Decreasing

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

This species occurs in arid rocky areas and in scrubland. The females may lay three clutches annually

consisting of one to three eggs.

Systems:  Terrestrial

Threats (see Appendix for additional information)

It is believed that the introduction of cats and other predators resulted in the extirpation of the species

from the main islands of Mallorca and Menorca. Extant populations are threatened by the translocation

of invasive predators between islands by visitors, and the illegal capture of animals for the pet trade.

This species may also be threatened through eating poisoned bait left for seagulls and rats, and the loss

of vegetation on some islands due to overgrazing by goats. Some populations are inherently at risk

because of their small sizes and restricted ranges.

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

It is listed on Annex II of the Bern Convention and on Appendix II of CITES. This species is present in the

Parque Nacional de Cabrera and the Parques Naturales de Dragonera and Albufera des Grau. An

education campaign is in place. There is a need to control visits to the islands where this species is

present.

Credits

Assessor(s): Valentin Pérez-Mellado, Iñigo Martínez-Solano

Reviewer(s): Cox, N. and Temple, H.J. (Global Reptile Assessment)
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Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

1. Forest -> 1.4. Forest - Temperate - Marginal -

3. Shrubland -> 3.8. Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation - Suitable -

0. Root -> 6. Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) - Suitable -

Use and Trade
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

End Use Local National International

Pets/display animals, horticulture No Yes Yes

Threats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Threat Timing Scope Severity Impact Score

2. Agriculture & aquaculture -> 2.3. Livestock farming
& ranching -> 2.3.2. Small-holder grazing, ranching or
farming

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.1. Ecosystem conversion

1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.2. Ecosystem degradation

2. Agriculture & aquaculture -> 2.3. Livestock farming
& ranching -> 2.3.4. Scale Unknown/Unrecorded

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.1. Ecosystem conversion

1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.2. Ecosystem degradation

5. Biological resource use -> 5.1. Hunting & trapping
terrestrial animals -> 5.1.1. Intentional use (species is
the target)

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 2. Species Stresses -> 2.1. Species mortality

5. Biological resource use -> 5.1. Hunting & trapping
terrestrial animals -> 5.1.2. Unintentional effects
(species is not the target)

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 2. Species Stresses -> 2.1. Species mortality

6. Human intrusions & disturbance -> 6.1.
Recreational activities

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 2. Species Stresses -> 2.2. Species disturbance
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8. Invasive & other problematic species & genes ->
8.1. Invasive non-native/alien species -> 8.1.1.
Unspecified species

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 2. Species Stresses -> 2.1. Species mortality

8. Invasive & other problematic species & genes ->
8.1. Invasive non-native/alien species -> 8.1.2.
Named species (Felis catus)

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 2. Species Stresses -> 2.1. Species mortality

8. Invasive & other problematic species & genes ->
8.1. Invasive non-native/alien species -> 8.1.2.
Named species (Capra hircus)

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 1. Ecosystem stresses -> 1.2. Ecosystem degradation

9. Pollution -> 9.3. Agricultural & forestry effluents ->
9.3.3. Herbicides and pesticides

Ongoing - - -

Stresses: 2. Species Stresses -> 2.1. Species mortality

Conservation Actions in Place
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions in Place

In-Place Land/Water Protection and Management

Conservation sites identified: Yes, over entire range

In-Place Education

Subject to recent education and awareness programmes: Yes

Included in international legislation: Yes

Subject to any international management/trade controls: Yes

Conservation Actions Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions Needed

1. Land/water protection -> 1.1. Site/area protection

2. Land/water management -> 2.1. Site/area management

3. Species management -> 3.1. Species management -> 3.1.2. Trade management

4. Education & awareness -> 4.3. Awareness & communications

5. Law & policy -> 5.1. Legislation -> 5.1.1. International level

5. Law & policy -> 5.1. Legislation -> 5.1.2. National level

5. Law & policy -> 5.1. Legislation -> 5.1.3. Sub-national level

5. Law & policy -> 5.4. Compliance and enforcement -> 5.4.1. International level
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Conservation Actions Needed

5. Law & policy -> 5.4. Compliance and enforcement -> 5.4.2. National level

5. Law & policy -> 5.4. Compliance and enforcement -> 5.4.3. Sub-national level

Research Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Research Needed

0. Root -> 100.1. OLD 1.1.1-Policy-base actions->Management plans->Development

1. Research -> 1.2. Population size, distribution & trends

1. Research -> 1.3. Life history & ecology

1. Research -> 1.5. Threats

1. Research -> 1.6. Actions

3. Monitoring -> 3.1. Population trends

Additional Data Fields

Population

Population severely fragmented: No
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