
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™
ISSN 2307-8235 (online)
IUCN 2021: T196993A46110786
Scope(s): Global
Language: English

Nucras ornata, Ornate Sandveld Lizard

Assessment by: Alexander, G.J. & Tolley, K.A.

View on www.iucnredlist.org

Citation: Alexander, G.J. & Tolley, K.A. 2021. Nucras ornata. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
2021: e.T196993A46110786. https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2021-
2.RLTS.T196993A46110786.en

Copyright: © 2021 International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources

Reproduction of this publication for educational or other non-commercial purposes is authorized without prior written
permission from the copyright holder provided the source is fully acknowledged.

Reproduction of this publication for resale, reposting or other commercial purposes is prohibited without prior written
permission from the copyright holder. For further details see Terms of Use.

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ is produced and managed by the IUCN Global Species Programme, the IUCN
Species Survival Commission (SSC) and The IUCN Red List Partnership. The IUCN Red List Partners are: ABQ BioPark;
Arizona State University; BirdLife International; Botanic Gardens Conservation International; Conservation International;
Missouri Botanical Garden; NatureServe; Re:wild; Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew; Sapienza University of Rome; Texas A&M
University; and Zoological Society of London.

If you see any errors or have any questions or suggestions on what is shown in this document, please provide us with
feedback so that we can correct or extend the information provided.

THE IUCN RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES™

https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2021-2.RLTS.T196993A46110786.en
https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2021-2.RLTS.T196993A46110786.en
https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2021-2.RLTS.T196993A46110786.en
http://www.iucnredlist.org/info/terms-of-use
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/who_we_are/about_the_species_survival_commission_/
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/who_we_are/about_the_species_survival_commission_/
http://www.iucnredlist.org/partners/partners
https://www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/biopark
http://www.asu.edu/
http://www.birdlife.org/
http://www.bgci.org/
http://www.conservation.org/
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
http://www.natureserve.org/
https://www.rewild.org/
http://www.kew.org/
http://www.uniroma1.it/
http://www.tamu.edu/
http://www.tamu.edu/
http://www.zsl.org/
mailto:redlist@iucn.org?Subject=IUCN Red List PDF - 10.2305/IUCN.UK.2021-2.RLTS.T196993A46110786.en&body=Please start your message below:%0D


Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Reptilia Squamata Lacertidae

Scientific Name:  Nucras ornata (Gray, 1864)

Synonym(s):

• Teira ornata Gray, 1864

Common Name(s):

• English: Ornate Sandveld Lizard

Taxonomic Source(s):

Uetz, P., Freed, P. and Hošek, J. (eds). 2021. The Reptile Database. Available at: http://www.reptile-

database.org. (Accessed: 1 June 2021).

Taxonomic Notes:

The taxonomy of the genus is unstable. However, a molecular phylogeny of the genus Nucras confirmed

the species status of N. ornata, which is the sister species of N. intertexta, but is also closely related to

N. holubi (Edwards et al. 2013). Records in northern Mozambique should be assigned N. boulengeri.

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Least Concern ver 3.1

Year Published: 2021

Date Assessed: October 24, 2019

Justification:

Listed as Least Concern on the basis that this is a widespread species in an area with extensive suitable

habitat, and is not thought to be subject to any threats.

Geographic Range

Range Description:

This species is widespread in southeastern Africa from southern Zambia to northeastern South Africa,

west to central Zimbabwe and eastern Botswana (Branch 1998, Spawls et al. 2018).

Country Occurrence:

Native, Extant (resident): Botswana; Eswatini; Malawi; Mozambique; South Africa (Gauteng, KwaZulu-
Natal, Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga); Zambia; Zimbabwe
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Distribution Map
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Population
The widespread range and abundance of this species mitigates against effects of local population

declines.

Current Population Trend:  Stable

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

This species occurs in grassland and mesic savanna (Bates et al. 2014).

Systems:  Terrestrial

Use and Trade (see Appendix for additional information)

This species is not known to be in use or traded.

Threats
This species occurs across an area that is not heavily transformed with no known major threats.

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

This species is occurs in a number of formally protected areas, therefore there are no conservation

measures recommended.
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Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

2. Savanna -> 2.1. Savanna - Dry Resident Suitable Yes

4. Grassland -> 4.5. Grassland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry Resident Suitable Yes

Conservation Actions in Place
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Action in Place

In-place land/water protection

Occurs in at least one protected area: Yes

Additional Data Fields

Distribution

Estimated extent of occurrence (EOO) (km²): 1643107

Population

Population severely fragmented: No
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