
,lc \\'ith ir VCnIicLllitte or rcticttlrltc Pllttcrll ,ttlcl ro['s ol s;lclts

.l r.r.clli.'l'hc voutrg ol sortrc specics havc,t stl'i1-r.'cl prtttcrll allcl

ir icllv coloLrrccl tail unclerstrrfrtcc. l\'lalcs borrst bright ocelli orr

.ir Hrurlis.

llre fr-ontrrl bonc in thc sliLrll of Ercntitrs is trr-rpeircd, turlike in

-.r'cscr-rtrrtivcs olthc qcntts Ltlt't't'ttt,,urcl rhe rou'ol teeth on tl-re

:rrrnrrxillarv bot'tc is se prrrrrtccl fl'om tl-re sttprrtnrrrxillarv tccth bv

'nr.rll gep.

li.r.cnrnncrs fcecl nrrrinlr'on itrsects and othcr invcrtcbrrttcs, bttt

nc specics nrlrv occrrsion,rllv consunre ripc be rries, rttct.

\ lost spccics llre oviprtrou-s bltt sot'ttc lu'c ttvtlviviprlt'otts, sttch as

- rncnrbe rs ctf I'.tz'utitts nttrltiocclhtl GtlN rHEn, I87: cotlplcx attc{

- (,olri [)ese rt Rutrtre r (Lrunrrr-t przctL,t/skii IS ln-.rrrcH, r8-(r]).

li.rccr.trnncr.s rlrc cc)nrnron lizards ll'onr soLrth-L'rlstcnr [rr.troprc
'.i \\'cstern Äsia to Korerr,tncl north-eirstcrlt (lhina itt tlte crt.st.

j qcnLrs curre ntlv cornp-rriscs -{o sp]ccig5. IIr the te rritorv of tl'rc

:ncl USSI{, rherc,rre rtbottt:o specics. oiu'hich ltvc,rrc firtrrtcl

lirrssie. 
-l'hc 

qe nus incltrclcs fir'e sLtbqe ncrrr; reprcselltetives oi
'-'t trr'tLll' irr I{rrrtilt.

\ Iclngolian Desert Runner
: , t,iltitts dl'gtts PErens, r869

s:. l,rtS i:.r. \{ep ('t,1

. r.cllcctecl bv its l{Lrssirrn ancl English conrnror.r l-lrlnres, Inost ol
J \pecies rrlnqc lies in N{oltgolia.

i rternal appearance: A snrell spccics t>f Erttttrtts lvith relarivclv

..r.r trr.ii antl linrb.s: the Itrrrxin'tutn bocly leneth is (r.(r cn-r; tail

Sc1 rrrtntrr r,r: " l .rrccrti I i.r: " I -a.elti.l,tc : l:tv t t t i t t.t

lcngth 8.7 cr-r-r. Malcs ar-rd fenrales ,rre of approxittratclv thc s,tt-ttc

siz-e. 
.fhe 

I'reacl is relativelv hieh, rvith a blr-rntli' routtdecl slloLrt.

N{ongolian Descrt Runners usr-rallv have rrvo fl'otrtot-t,ts,rl-s, encl

r-r eclclition,rl sc,rles berll'ccn tl-re prefrclr-rtrrls. ColoLrrrrtior-t ancl pat-

tenr virry rvitl'rin the rrrtrge but,rrc trot rclrrtec{ to rtqe,tttd/or.scx.

On the bron'nish or olive-grev backgrounc{ of the back, the pattcnr

is conrposec'l of Lrp to Io (LlsLlrrllr'6-8) longitlrclinrrl ro*'s of routtd

or ovrrl, pale ocelli, or dasl-res trinrmccl *'ith black. Derk sl.rots ofien

nrerge into trrrnsversc crossb,rncls, rvitl'r a gap in the nridcllc of thc

bacli. 
-fhc 

Llpper surfaces of linrbs are also rtdorncd lvith ocelli. 
-l'he
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Rcptil ia: Sq ururrrta: " l-rrccrti I ie: 
" l.,rcerticlrrc'. Erct t r i rt :

tr'.\
,.tt

,t

:ff .firy i.'

[--. [)r's.s r,r

\/entral surface is u,hite or yellorvish. In n-rales, especiallv olcl or-res,

the tl-rroat and coll,rr, the otrter tip of ventr,rl scales, ar-rcl ofier-r rrlso

the hi;'rs, are flesh-pink.

Distinguishing features Ercuti,/s lu'gus cliflbrs fronr rrll other spe-

cies of the genus by havinq nvo, insterrcl of or-re , fr-ontonrrsrr.l scales.

Distribution and subspecies: This is a. comnron lizarcl in Mor.rgo-

lia, China, arrcl Korea.

In Rr.rssia, this species is fbr-rnd ir.r Soutl-rern Burvatirr, to the

north approxinrtrte lv u;'r to the citv of Ulan-Ude, rrnd in the ex-

trenre sollth-west of Chita Region. C)f tlie nvo subspecics recog-

rrizecl, Russia is inl-rabired by Barbour's De.sert Runner, E. t. bar-

bottriScuxu DT, r92i.

Natural history: h-r tl-re 
-ll'ansbaikal 

regior-r, this species is found on

ston\/ slopes rvith scirttered br-rsl-res or other vegetation, river terrrrc-

es, rrtrd pirre fbrest edges. Mongoliirr-r Desert Runners also inhabit
railway embankments ilnd settle not only in clry arerrs Lrut nea.r

wilter as well. In Mongolia, the species occrlrs in vrrriolrs stcppe,

fbrest-s teppe, ancl senr i-desert l:rnclscapes benveen 600-2, o io nr

elevatiot't, rvhere it is often encounterecl :rn-riclst peashnrbs ((tnt-
gutrr) or rodcnt (gerbils, Brrrndt's vole) colonies, secl<ing refirqe in

their burrorvs. ln Cl-rir-rrr, it appears to prefbr sinrilar cln'I'rabitats,
ar.rcl in Korea, apart from tl're plrrces tt'pical fbr this species, it also

\. St:rrrlr'.

settlcs ir-r rice ficlcls. The N'loneolian Desert RLlnncr ncvcr coeri:..
rvitl-r otl-rer species of Et'cutirt-; enc-l is scrlrce rrlnrost evervu,herc. i.

cloes r-rot constrllct its ovn'n burrou's but retrelrts intcl rocl< clcvi,-.
or the lrrirs olsr-nrrll nrrrnrnrals in crrsc olcianqer.

Its rrctivitv is ciiunral, rvith u single peak cluring thc ciei'. In rlr-
Transbaikel reqion, the ;.rctive scrlson lrrsts fronr thc cnd of ,\1.'

ro thc enc{ of Ar.rgr.rst. Ir-r the north of thc specics'rrlnqc, rrr.rrir -
occllrs Lretn'een the enci of April rrncl rhe encl of N'Iar'. 

'l'his is .,

oviprrrous species, but tl-rc cxrrct tinre of eqg cleposition,tncl ti:,
cltrrrrtion of incubrrtion rrre unknorvr-r. Clutcl'res trsually cot'tt.tirt :--
(sonretimes rl.s nrrury as six) eqgs. The young elnerge rrt the cntl

Julv or besinning of Atrsust, ancl have boclv lenqths of r.7-r.9 .
Llpon hatcl-rir-rg. Mongolirrn Desert Runne'rs begin to breccl iu r: -

seconcl year oltheir lifb, rrfter reacliing boclv lengths of 5.r-;.I .,,
The cliet cot'tsists of rr varie$'of insccts, nrrrinlv beetles, ortho;.,i.
:1ns, :Ints, cicadrrs, crrterpillars, cadclisHies, as u,'ell as s;riclcrs. .\ .,,..
of a N4or-rgoliar-r t)esert RLlnner errtir-rg 11 trce fl'oq nretrrrror'ph :.

Lreen recorded in tl-re north of N4ongoliir. ln ttrrn, these liz-arri:., ,

prevecl upon bv nptors lrncl snlrkes, sr-rch rrs Steprpe Ribborr I{.r.r
anc-l, prossiblr', Asiarr copperheads.

Conservation status: Brrrbour's t)csert Runner is includecl irr : -

Rec-l Data Bool<s of RLrssia, Blrryrrtirr, rrncl thc Aein (Br-rrvar) r,..

tononloLls Rcgion.
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The Steppe Rtu'tner st,rrrcls out fi'om othcr species ctl Erutti,tsb'.
virst rrlnge rulcl LurusLrallv hieh lg,el of vuriabilin,in size, colorrr..,

piltte r n, associrrteci u.i th tl're l-rab i trrt chrrrrrc teri s tics.

External appearance: The l-rrrbitus is nras.sive or nrorc slcncler. ll, ,

length tn,rv reitch 9.7 cn-I, tail length I2.2 cnr. AclLrlt boclr r,. -
varies benveen 7.r rrnd r9.8 g.'fl-re larqest incliviclLurls rire firrrn.:

thc east of tl-re species'rrlnqe. ln Ci.scaLrc:rsirr, the n-rtrxinrurtt l'', .

x\.

u',
*i*.t

Fig. 3zo: I)ortlrrit ot'rr \'longolirrn I)escrt Rurrncr.

Map 64: I-.r())titts (/r!uj.


