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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Reptilia Squamata Lacertidae

Taxon Name:  Iberolacerta horvathi (Méhely, 1904)

Synonym(s):

• Lacerta horvathi Méhely, 1904

Common Name(s):

• English: Horvath's Rock Lizard

Taxonomic Notes:

This species was formerly included in the genus Lacerta, but is now included in Iberolacerta, following

Carranza et al. (2004), and based on evidence from Arribas (1998, 1999), Carranza et al. (2004), Harris et

al. (1998) and Mayer and Arribas (2003).

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Near Threatened ver 3.1

Year Published: 2009

Date Assessed: December 14, 2008

Justification:

Listed as Near Threatened because its Area of Occupancy is probably not much greater than 2,000 km2,

and its populations are severely fragmented, thus making the species close to qualifying for Vulnerable.

Previously Published Red List Assessments

2006 – Near Threatened (NT)

Geographic Range

Range Description:

This species has a very fragmented and relictual range in mountainous areas of southern Austria,

northeastern Italy, western Slovenia, and western Croatia. It has been recorded from 200 to 2,000 m asl

(Italy) (Lapini et al., 2004). The range of this species is probably underestimated because of the similarity

of this species to the widespread and syntopic Podarcis muralis.

Country Occurrence:

Native: Austria; Croatia; Germany; Italy; Slovenia
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Distribution Map
Iberolacerta horvathi
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Population
It is locally abundant.

Current Population Trend:  Stable

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

This species is most often found in cliffs and rocky areas such as boulder fields that are generally poor in

vegetation. It can also be found in open beech and coniferous forests or above the tree-line in alpine

scrubland. It is often found in sheltered places. It is an egg-laying species.

Systems:  Terrestrial

Threats (see Appendix for additional information)

The main threat is the vulnerability of the many isolated populations of this species. There appear to be

no active threats to this species at present over the majority of its range, but further studies are needed

to confirm this.

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

It is listed on Appendix II of the Bern Convention and Annex IV of the EU Habitats Directive (as Lacerta

horvathi) and is protected by national legislation in a number of its range states. Further general

research is needed into the ecology and range of this species. It occurs in some protected areas.

Credits
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Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

0. Root -> 6. Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks) - Suitable -

3. Shrubland -> 3.4. Shrubland - Temperate - Suitable -

1. Forest -> 1.4. Forest - Temperate - Suitable -

Conservation Actions in Place
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions in Place

In-Place Land/Water Protection and Management

Conservation sites identified: Yes, over entire range

Conservation Actions Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions Needed

2. Land/water management -> 2.1. Site/area management

Research Needed
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Research Needed

1. Research -> 1.2. Population size, distribution & trends

1. Research -> 1.3. Life history & ecology

1. Research -> 1.5. Threats

3. Monitoring -> 3.1. Population trends

Additional Data Fields

Distribution

Lower elevation limit (m): 200

Upper elevation limit (m): 2000
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Population

Population severely fragmented: No
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Errata

Errata reason: Reformatted names of Assessor(s), Reviewer(s), Contributor(s), Facilitator(s) and/or
Compiler(s).
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