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NOTES ON A COTLECTION OF TIZARDS AND

SNAKES FROM IRAQ

K^uEL T. Ku^LAF

C{,ll(ge of Eduratirln. Raghdrd

'flle plesclt collectiol (leills \\'ilh l,-r9 lizalrls of l9 specics and 182

srurkrs of tl s1x,r'ies, colleclt(l in tht 1ettt,. 1953-l9ir9, b1-the iruthol and
his sludents. florrr Raghtlarl iuld other regirxts of lrar1, itnd llresetved irt

the (i0lle8c ()f l'l(lucatior) \'luseunl. -\ vcr'l sttiall rltltllllei of sl'tcimens
\\'r,r'e plcseIlt irr the cullege belole thtLt lret'iotl.'l'hcsi: aIe alsrt iltcluded
irr this rvoik.'l'lret-rvele \\-ithout lirl)cl ttltl t'efct ttd to as sttch in lhe

lrlesrlt palret'.

,\rt ittteleslirrg lralt oI Iht cLrllctliott, is a iotal oi over'80:'pt'tittletls
ol .\' trit lp'*'lltlt lessellrlr iLaur.. irll coll,:cterl itl tlre sall)t tlill flonl
the liririts rif Iiirghclatl ritr, in \Itr',h ?8, 1951, l'ith the flood sratet.
This, althouglr l)resetve(l irt the btgirrrrirtg fot' t.,vtt a )'eal i!1 formalin,
rvill bc intelrstirrg in an irge-gt'orvth sltttlv tttt this slreci':s.

GEKIiONID,\E

Ileruidoclylus 2crsicz,s Andelson, 26 slrecimens :

Baghdad, 25 (Dec. - June); Mousaiab, I (April 24/1958).

IJpper labials 9-12; with or u.ilhout ttne r.rr trvo smaller, distinct
granules behind: the cleft of the nxruth eritends be1'ond this limil,
bordered by slill smallel granules. Lowel' labitls 8-10.7-9 preanals,
l0 in one case. The transverse bands, in oul' llresel'ved nlatel'ial, were
not distinct.

He,li(l(clglus llaaiuiridis Ruppell, 9 specirnens :

ltaghdad, 9 (Oct. - Feb., and April).
UDpeI l bial,c 13-15. Lov/el labirrls 9-t2. FL'nlural lrores 6-7 on each

side. Sonre have I,vpical c,rloralion.

G !/ttnodact !/lu.\ scaDer (He."-den), lil3 spt'cinens:

Raghdad, l7 (Oct., Dec., Feb., Ma1', June); Hindiya,4 (Feb. and
March/1958); i\{ousaiab, I (April 24/1958); Haditha, 1 (Oct. t9l1958\;
Ana,4 (June 1?/t958): Rawa, 3 (July and Au8./1958): Arbil, I (Sum-
meri l9rr8); Btsra, ? (l'eb.i l9i9).
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Iii)rilaf, I{.1. (),r n coll..tion of lizjlrds a,rd snat{.s trom rrao

L-1r1reI lirltJals 1l or. 1?, ral.el\ l(1. Lowcr. lai)ials 8 or,9.sl)ecinrcn flrrrtr ,\na lrossessi,tl ll. preiltraj 1,n,=a U, a,,rtJ,ni",.lrilrkinHs \\:(,r.Lr usuali) tlell re1l.r,senit,rl.

brrl onl
:,. Tht,

I) lr yllol ar t ul trs e/1.rzre \\'1.y11,,1., a9 sllecimens:
Brghdtrrl, p2 (Jan.,. N{alch arrd Aplil); Ana, 3 (June i2 / 1958);

,\r'bil, I (Surnmer/19b8); IIosul, 3 (Feb./1959).
U;r1rcr lahials 11-1.,r. Lou'el lal)ials 8 or.9, r.ar.el). t0 or. 11. Two pairsof chin shielrls. No pleanal or- fernolal pores. yo;ng specinrens, withdark spot-s irnd cross bars on the heart ind Uoa1.; tie'tait u,ith darkrings, the lasl lu'o or thr.ee of which ar.e the rlai:kest. Of these colors,

those of the distal half of the tail are the most preservative. With age,the nriu'kjngs tend to difluse, becoming u,.ide bar.s, and finally the
dorsum becomes onlv cloud.v, without definite markings. Only the last
tu'o or thr.ec I'irgs lielsist irr or.iginal (not regenelated) 1ails.
I)lyotltttglu'; hosselqui.tti (l)onndor.fl), p specimens;

Hirtlitha, 3 (Oct. l9/ 19b8).

L'1rprt,r. litlrials 1? or. 13. Lorl.t,t. labials 1l ol. I3.

AGA MIDAE

Aottna ,tellio stpllio (L.t. Z st,pcimens:
Sheikhan l'egion, Z (Sumrner,/ t9b8).

Aguttur rudtnrlo Olivier,, ? sl)ecimens:
Rawa, ? 1Se1,l. ?{l7 .t958) 

.

Urontftix tnicrolelis lllnnford, I sllecim€n :

Thnr'lhar. I rMa\ :; igb6t.

VARANIDAE

Varonu.t gri:eus (Daudin). ? sl)ecimens:
Baghdad, 2 (March and May/1954).

A M I'H ISBA I.JNI DA E

DiplontpIo?on znnd.nyi Nikolskl', I specimen :

Hindiya, t (Mrr"v 5/ 1958).

LACERTIDAE

Acant h.od.actylus b os kitnus asper (Audouin), 2 specimens
Ans, t (Sept. 24119, a): Rewa, I (Sept. 6/1958).
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Iraq \at. Hist Uus l'ublieition \o' r8, Feb I96()

Supralabials, 4 to beneath the center of the eye Femotal pores

22 or 23. Scale-. under the base of the tail smooth'

Oph.isolts elegans eleguns Llenetries, 12 specimens:

Sa'dia, : (May 3/1953); Haji Umran, 5 (Aug' ?i 1958); Sakran' 4

1l9il ; .\ltl'hrrruor', I (Dec.'lu l9i8)'

Upltel labials anterior to the subocular'4, l ith the exception of one

.p"a#." having 5 on one side. Subocular ahvays bordeling the mouth'

iiri..prli.t"l,.r"ni"n i. sometimes divideC, in contact rvith the occipital

with the exception of one case t'r'ontal touching the first thlee supra-

,-r"rl,uj., .,., souretirnes, the second ancl third only' Superciliaries 4'

,orri"il,rr..5, and in one case, thel'u'-ere 6 on one side' Plefloltals never

r"fr"t"i.O iry an azygos shield' Six pairs oJ chin shields' the anteriot'

itri". puir. lt, cor,tact in the middle F emot'al pores 9-13 on each side'

Ophi.sops blnnlordi Schmidt, I specimen :

Brghda,l. I tNuv. 3. ,l955)'

Suboculal leachilrg the labial border" Interparietal divided' Femot'al

lro.es Io 
scINCIDAll

lI0 bu!/( lritttt a (Olivier).

llll'ulJtt outttl.l outQto lL.'. t s;'ecitnen:

Shaklawa, 1 (JulY/ 1953).

Palietals sepal'ate. Without dolsal series of spots'

]I (t b?lu( (t ura I u se?tettltu en?:a1a (Reuss), 25 specimens :

Baghdarl,22 (Jan. -June); 
Nlosul, I (Aug /1955); Hindi;'a' 1 (Feb'

?1/1958); ruithout label, L' .

'lhe last two supralabials, in one specimen' were united' and lheir

nunber was six. The flrsi loreal in one, fused with the lrontonasal on

one side. In another" thet'e rvas an aclditional scale in front of the fifth

."p",f"frl"f, antl they becanre eight in numbet'' the sixth rvas subocu-

lar. Deviations in the supraoculils inclucle: the presence of an addi-

iionut .cut" on one side, in one specimen; and the fusion' in part' of the

filst autl second suplaoculals on one side' in another'

.lblpltltatttr l,il,tibdlii rBibtl.rn attd Botl : 8 :1'ecimens:

Baghdad, 8 (Seit., Oct , and APlil)'

In otre sllecitlen, the fronttrnasal touches the rostral but sepalated

from the fluntul. In some, the nuchals wele four' at least on one side'

Eunrces st:hnriderii princeps (Dich\Yald), 1 specimen:

Arbil, I (Dec. 30/1958).
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lihrl,,f. li..'1 . On a,,nl(1rion ol li,ails rr)d \rrrh(\ lfi,m ir,.

The interior of lower eyelid scaly bul semitransparent. Anterior
bolder of ear' \/ilh Iour pointed bbules. Supracilialies 4/5. The sixth
upl)el labial, only, belo'"v the eyc. l'our pairs of nuchals.2? scales
irttrund the borlv. Colors tr'pictrl.
Scinctr,i stintrts toniroslrit Blirrrford, g specimens:

Hirrdiya; Najrrf , 2 (ti'eb./1956).
In the last trvo specirrens thrre wele eight suplalabials.

TYI)HLOI'IDAE
'l' y phlops t er t nicularis N{errent, ? sl)ecintens :

Ana, ? (Jul) r^/ 1958).

LEI}TOTYPHLOPIDAE
LeplolypltllL)t rttrcrorhyttcltus (Jan), b specimens :

Baghdad, 1 (AIllil 18i1953); Mosul, 1 (June/1953); Shaklawa, 2
(Jul.Yi 195::i); u'ithrrut label, 1.

BOIDAE

Ery:r jucultts (Linn.), 8 specinrens:

Baqouba, 1 (A1rt'il ?3/1953); Hindiya, I (Ma"\- 5/1958); without
lirDet,5.

Sup|alabials 9-11, lhe fi}si {, 5, or' 6 high. The first 3, 4, 5, or 6

infralabials deep. [rive scales betu,een the e1.ss, sorretirnes 6. ]lental
gnrove distinet. Vestiges of hind legs represented by a stlall lroirtted
tubetclr-, ur etlh si,k oI retrt.

COI,U RRIDAE

MalTtolott ntt)nsprss,1l( a [Ilellnann), 1 specimen :

Baghd.rd, 1(March 28/ 1954).

Supralabials 8, the fout'th and fifth enteling the eye. Preocular
semidivided. l)ostoculars 2. Anteliol chilr shields shorter thitn the po-

stelior. Chin spotted.

N rix tet.\elldo ttr.\ellala ([,aurenti), 117 sl)ecinlens:

Baghdad. 10i (88, flood,of Malch 28,r1954; l9 in every month except
.Ian. and the Sum[rer rn)rlths); Hintiil'a, 1 (Feb. 21/1958): Rawa, 1

(July 611958); Sheikhall l'egion, , (Suurmer 1958); rvithout label, i.

Invariably, anal divide(I, rtasitl setlidivided, belly bLrtched. Loreal

often about as long as deep, sometimes a little longer or a little deeper.

The sttte of the llleoculal's valies greallf ils follows: lllost often tw(r

l)reoculars $'ith one ltre-sultocular', itt t'w'o cases onl"Y [hese looked Iike

three Preoculars; )'arel!' the subocular is not completely delaminated
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Li,q \ar. Hisr Uus. I'Lrhljt.,ri,)11 \(,. r8, leb. rq6o

fl'om the lr\-er ltremular., or.kxrks as a lobe in the lower part of the
lower' pteocular'; Iess ofterr ther.e is rrrr lrr(,-suboculal., antl the snake
then lrossesse-s onl"v tlo pr.eoculars: itr ferv cases ther.e rver.e thr.ee pr.e-
oculirrs rrilh ore ltlt'-suboc u la r.; in ,\lill fou,er slrcjnr.ns u case ol tu'o
lrleoculals itnd two lrIe-sulrocul;rrs is Dret u.ith. The llostor.ular.s vary
consi(lelal)1.\': they ale mosl often either three in addition to ono post-
subocular or. two with trvo post-subocu tats; less often thel.e are thr.ee,
and two I)()st-suhoculars; ihcr.e u.'ere thr.ce lx)stoculars only in five cases,
ts'o lrostoculals and one ltost-su lrocLrl ir r in lhree cases, foul l)ostoculars
and truo l)()sl-strhoculals in ont, case, anrl foul postoculars with one
post-sul )or:u lirr irr one case al-so. 'lhe number of oculars and suboculars
is nrrl necessalill thc sume on the ts'o sides of the Lrodr-. Ahnost alu,'ays,
thelr rveli'8 sul)l'ailbials, rvith the fourth orrll- entering the ele: in rar.e
cases the filth also: and in one ('ase the third anrl fourth; in three cases
lhele u'elr, 9 suplalabials, irr ole of them the fourth and fiflh enter the
cle, and in the othel irvo lhe fifih onl\-: in one case, thc -sutul'e belween
the lirst lu.o sulrralirliials \\'ils ler\ partial, and the snake therefore.
ulrpt,aler'l trr posse,s-s sclen sull'alabials; the condition of the supralabials
is not re|rssa|ilr' lhe same on lroth sides.

(.1 ol u h t,r nt j adut ra ( l) ichu.ald), 3 speci mens :

llaghrlad, I (.{plil 30,'i9ii); Hindil'a. t fFcl). 1i 1958).

lloth lrossessed one pr.eocultr and one subocular, two ltostoculars,
eight supl lal)iirls with lhe forrlth and fifth entering thc orbit, and
divided anal. In the llaghdad specimen, holever, the loreal was nearly
as long irs deep, the preocular haldlv touching the frontal, and the
markings on lhe neck distinct. In the Hindiva specinren the loreal was
longer than deep, the ltreocular in cotrtact rvith the frontal. but it r;r'as
badl)- plescrved anrl no markirlgs could be seen..

t'oltltcr juuulrric rinnur (noettgfl , ? sl,ecimens:

llaghrlad, 1 {.{t)r'il 9i 1954); Sukrecn, 1 (Aug./1953).

In both, the loreal Nas longer than dcep, the postoculals trvo, the
single ptcoculat with tilc subor:utar. llre sulrralunials eight,, the fourth
and fiflh rnter the e)'e, the anal divided, and the belll' blotched., In
the Sukret,n slrecirnen, thele \\as an additional small scale between the
loleirl anrl the I ,r'e-su l-rocu lar'.

('ollhtr t,t'ntroLl(ct(ltl?ts Gray, :l(l slrr)cilnens :

llirghrlrrd, l(i (Ort. - Jan. and March - June; 5, flood of March
28/1954): Nase|iya, I (July 14/,953); Diwaniya, r (July/1957); Rawa, t
(SePt. 24,r1958); Ana, t (,\ug. 17/'1958): \\,'ithout label 10.
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Irrlruiablt' lh() anill \\.irs divirletl anrl the lto,slelirrr.r.ltir shii:lrls r:onr_
l)l!ttll sel)atlteal lt1' scales rnertiallr'. .\ll lrosiessetl the lrar.ticular. c,rlr1..
ol thc slrecit:s ri'ith the errelrti0l) of fiye Caier \-her.e lht, lighl irrlt,rslrirces,
at leitst irlleIir,r.l). were Dal.t-o\\.rI raU lltt rrrlt,lrr,;rl l,t,,tcht-,s or. lr,rr.q.
AIu'a1s there \\'ere rrlt(, ll.i,tlculal with ooe 1t.e-sultocuiirr, r,: frrlincr
soDtetillre,i s(i[cel\- lolrchir)ts the front&]. I,osloeular.s a]\.ars t.\\.o. ,l.he
lotr.;rl ;rlrrtrl it: lorrrr iti rir,{,1, ,'l \er\ iil{1, l,rrr!rpr. ,,r. rl.r,l,,r. Jrr lh" 1,,i.,;rl
legir)Jr, jtr thrt,e slrecirnens, ther.e was irrr ariditional -srrraU scale lretrvectr
the lI e-sulroi ullt' irrrd th,-t lor.eal rur Orte Sitle t)lll\-. -\lrrrosl alwirt.s thor.rt
q'ere rriire sulrlalalrials N'jth tlr(| fiflh atrd si-rlh errter.i]lg re eIe. Irr
f1)ttt (ase,i, ortr: of tlre illlter.iol sul)ral lrial-s rvas rrrissiIg trrtrl the snitke
tlttlefolt,. l)i)s-rrssr(l eight strlrralabiitls rvith l.lrt: four r trril 6f1h entci.irrg
the e1'e. ht olle citse onlr' thele s.as atr arlrliliortitl arrtelior. sulrlrr)altial
arrd the snake llrssesseil ten sulrr.alairial-s \\'ith the sir r ard st,r'errth
entering lhe e1e.

('oltrlttr rttrrgierl \lenetries, ? slieciul(,1s :

\1,,-rr1. 1 f ,,*. :,i l1t;,:t: Slrrrkl;Lrr-a. I .\ g.:, lgiit .

ln both. tbt, lr)t'eal \rits as lortg as deelr: lhr l)t.e()(uliu.s tu.o, re
lrl)lr(,l r)re iu corrlacl s'ith the fr.orrtal, \'ith orrr l)t.e-sul)oculiu.: tlla ln)s1-
octililts t\vo; the sulr|al;tLiaJ-s tell \\'ith lhe filth arrrl sixllt errleriltg the
eve, It:, eigh1lr \'r,r')' sllall, in Shak]as.a slreCinrol this srrrir)1 eighlh
lrrlrirrl u'as rrjssirlg on oDe si(le rrrrrl [hi: srritlie ix)-isrsse(l orr t]Lis sirlt:
thtt'efot'e lirtc sulrralabiirls ltut still the 6fllt ald sixllt ertrl ing the or.lrit;
att ddiiiooa] -.nrtrll scrrle \\-trs l)r'r,selrt (l\:er tht foulth sulrlalirllial ltrt-
u'eerr the ltileal ;urrl the pre-sulxrr.ular'; []rc irrilalaliiirls tel: llte tulrLl
rliliried: tlrc kecls of the scilk,s lj0corne distirrgrrishalrlt, at a rlislatrt:rt
l',.hirrrl tl rr truc l'.

Sltrlcro"oplti" rlilforli , Stltltg,t lt, 1:l sl)e(:ilnens:

liashrlarl,:l 1\liurh an(l \[ir\ l9:-).1]:Ha.lithii, I lO(r1. ?:l l{}58r:llir\\,it,
I (Selrt. ? 19ifi : \-ithoLtt label, (i.

l)re{)cLrlitrs ?; irl orte slrcr'itrten. iht, turr 1ut,r,r.tt1ar-r stie uttittrl rrtt

oDe si(le. 1)ostrx'ulars f ol ll. Srrlrotulitrs ll of i. ljrtl,riiltLlriirl. lt rrr' 1?;

soutrliltrs the rtirrth, lerilh, rrl eli,rrrlill n()t rluite r:rttt'ting tltc liLbiitl lror-
dei': irr ore (irs(,(,nll', tlrlrt, n'tlt, llt -su1r111,,1,;u1a. Irftalirltials lt ()r'1a;
iir rure case ollr'. 1bt,r'e \\'ere l:1. l,orea.ls ls'o. oltr lrehinrl th,'rlller. sottle-
tirrtes lltc iurlclior oue rer'\ lrueh sl))irller tllirtl tltt Ir-r,sletir,t; itt ,,tLr'

slretirreu. tltelL, rvas rrnll r)re Irleal ott ()le si(it..\lal itttlite: itr "tt,'
cas0, i1 lookc.l as if it \\'as inrtl)'di\-ided at l)ase. 'fhe faint ket'ls become
di,.tingrrishrrLle fulthel liitr:k, esl)eciilll! rttar' the tail.

1i1,,,1.,r. Ji.l. ()n.! ,,llt-,.rif,r ,)r ti7. ,tr.U,tl J:1i.. r,orn I.i,q

t;
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